
 

Impact United Pledge 

Urgency to Act 

Our world is changing rapidly and unpredictably. As technological disruption, the 

impending climate crisis, and resulting social impacts unfold around us, sustainable 

collective action is required to preserve what we value.  

In the midst of a global pandemic, additional pressures to address social and 

economic injustices are more urgent and apparent than ever in recent history.  

In the past 20 years, work across the impact investing sector has proven that 

financial return and contribution to positive change need not be mutually exclusive. 

Financial innovations have produced a landscape of feasible investment 

opportunities that serve to catalyze responses to critical social and environmental 

issues. 

The powerful effects of capital allocation shape our world in pervasive ways. 

Regardless of intent, investments work decisively to direct how we work, live, and 

play. For this reason, it is now more important than ever that the allocation of 

capital is made intentionally in ways that are truly conducive to our long-term social 

and environmental visions. 

Impact Investing 

We define impact investments as those which seek to generate meaningful and 

measurable environmental or social impact generation alongside financial return. 

As the methodology grows and expands, the advent of impact investing continues 

to disprove a previously dominant misconception: that the compassionate 

objectives of philanthropy and the private sector are counter to profit generation 

and economic expansion. 

In response to a series of critical social and market challenges, recent years have 

seen the development of innovative social finance mechanisms and principle-based 

approaches that render this dichotomy obsolete. 

 

Opportunity 
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Canadian investors not only have the duty, but collectively the financial resources 

needed to create a more equitable, inclusive, and just future.  

Despite a wealth of opportunity and interested capital, the Canadian impact 

investor community today is disjointed. In its current state, the impact investing 

community faces broad capacity constraints, prohibiting considerable opportunities 

for positive change and financial return from being acted upon. There is thus much 

to be gained through shared learning and increased collaboration among existing 

and prospective impact investors.  

 

Mission & Vision 

We dream of a world where all investments are impact investments, and each 

enterprise must work actively toward the long-term benefit for our communities 

and ecosystems. In a world where all investments are impact investments, profit 

maximization takes on a new meaning, and financial, social and environmental 

effects are all core to its calculation. By connecting individuals and organizations to 

share, learn, and collaborate with each other to mobilize assets more effectively, we 

have the opportunity to lead the movement and set a precedent to create this 

world. 

 

Impact United 

Impact United is a broad-based, peer-to-peer community and movement of 

investors seeking to mobilize capital toward social, economic and environmental 

justice. The community is comprised of: 

• Individual investors 

• Families 

• Institutions 

• Faith-based organizations 

• Foundations 

• Other asset owners 

This community was formed in response to critical societal and market challenges. 

The global health pandemic, along with the widespread call to address injustice, 

have highlighted a daunting set of critical social, environmental and economic 

issues in Canada. Canadians collectively have the financial resources to respond 
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and create a more equitable, inclusive, and just future. But the community of 

current and interested impact investors with capital to tackle our most pressing 

challenges is disconnected, has capacity limitations, and does not have a means of 

coordinated action. 

 

Impact United aims to foster coordinated, informed, and collective action among 

existing and prospective impact investors. By committing as a movement to engage 

asset owners in deploying more of their capital for impact, together we can drive 

transformation. Participants are encouraged to make a public commitment or 

declaration as a supporter of the movement. 

 

Take the first step in collectively addressing the world’s most pressing challenges 

through proactive and intentional capital allocation:  

• Make a Commitment to be an active impact investor by integrating impact 

into your investment research and practices, and sharing the following 

pledge with your network.  “I commit to actively move the assets that I 

manage toward investments that make a positive social and /or 

environmental difference to people and the planet.”  

•  Join the movement by becoming a part of the Impact United community and 

providing a contribution in the form of knowledge or financial support of one 

or more of our growing list of Communities of Practice. 

o Climate Action 

o Affordable Housing 

o Indigenous Economic Development 

o Equity, Diversity and Inclusion 

 

The Commitment: 

As an impact investor and a participant in the Impact United movement, I make the 

following pledge: 

▪ Journey: Over the next year, I will seek to take the first or next step on my 

journey as an impact investor towards mobilizing my investment portfolio 

towards social, economic, and environmental justice. As such, I will seek to 

increase the percentage of my assets dedicated towards impact, in support 

of a world where all investments are impact investments.  
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▪ Participation: I will seek to participate in the Impact United community to 

the best of my ability, including community events, peer learning 

opportunities, and shared actions. 

▪ Coordination: I will seek to coordinate my impact investing efforts with 

other asset owners and ecosystem leaders. 

▪ Public Reporting: I will seek to track and publicly report on my impact 

investments on an annual basis through Impact United, while balancing any 

individual or institutional needs for maintaining privacy on the financial 

profile of my investments. 

▪ Standards: I will seek to utilize recognized impact investing industry 

standards to manage my impact investments, without the expectation of 

onerous reporting requirements for underlying investees. 

▪ Responsiveness: I will work actively to respond to and direct capital toward 

community needs as they evolve in real time, taking necessary measures to 

stay well-informed on these needs from groups most affected. As such, I will 

dedicate sufficient resources and time to learning and taking timely action.   

▪ SDG Alignment: I will seek to align my investments with the UN Sustainable 

Development Goals (SDGs). 

▪ Regenerative Investing: I will seek to make investments that seek to create 

healthy and equitable social and environmental conditions for humans and 

ecosystems. 

By signing this letter COMPANY/INDIVIDUAL NAME commits to completing the Impact 

United Reporting Framework on an annual basis. 

 

COMPANY/INDIVIDUAL NAME confirms their current AUM is ¬¬¬¬¬_______ CAD. This 

figure was last calculated on ___________. 

 

COMPANY/INDIVIDUAL NAME is classified as an Asset Owner. 

 

Signed: 

Name: 

Title (CEO / equivalent): 
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Date: 

 

______________________ 


